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R.G . St .George . Worcestershire. 

IIth . August 

6, Widney Lane, 
Solihull , 

W. Br. L. F. Elvin, 2nd. G. M. M. -1n-Charge, 
The Worshipful Society of Fr ee Masons, 

25 , Liphook Crescent, 
Forest Hill , 

London. 23. 

Dear W, Brother Elvin, 

Warwi ckahire. 

Further to your letter of 28th. June last 
I duly sent on a copy of it to V. W.Br. Canon Braley with 
a request for a copy o~ his Paper in due course . 

It now transpires that he spoke from notes 
which I have seen and assur e you they are quite unintell­

-igable in their present form. 

I f and when he does it out in ' Paper' f orm 
I wil~ obtain a copy for you to peruse. 

In the meantime , please accept the Canon' s 
and my gr ateful thanks for all the attention you gave to 
our r equest for information on the Wo r shipful Society of 
Free Masone . 

Lastly, as requested , I return the photograph 
of the Arms of the Free Masons, Rough Masons etc. together 
with the two cuttings you kindly loaned . Please also 
accept my thanks for those . 

I n the Q.C . Transactions for 1961 I noticed 
among the Obituari es the name of W. Br. John Lawrence P. A. G.D.C. 
- was he a member of The W. S. of F.M.? 

Frater nal r egards , 
Yours sincerely, 
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Homestee.d, 
South f3ark , 
Barnstaple, 

17th March 1962. 

Dear Bro . Braley, 

1 nm delighted to receive your letter, 
as although the query you put ~v now have no positive 
answer it is one a Mason must have a great inter est to 
find the answer. As you remark on our personal 
relationehi~-- Brothers who meet on the Squ~re can 
never be strangers. What information I have is 
willingly yours -- but it is little and negative . 

I am an Architect and have sought our 
connections with the uperatives. Yee, I am a member 
of a (so called) "Operative" Lodge. The Chan.11cl Row 
Assembly , meeting at Duke St . I doubt it any of its 
members is a practical worker in stone, and the ritual 
'specul.ative' in character, but possibly more f actual 
than our Craft 

The Lodge working I ~ound of great interest 
but vas di ssapointed in that I wa.a no nearer to the 
actual or practical vorker in stone. 

I write to a Brother who, I feel sure, will 
be discreet in dealing vi th such information as I have 
to give. 

The~e are in all (!believe) 9 degrees of 
which I have taken eix c1 eqtiivalent to the I . M. - very 
much as Sweedieh f. asoncy ie organised. A Candidate 
must be a M.M., he is, prior to entering the Lodge, 
exa.mi~d by Q 'doctor' and (symbolically) bathed. 
The I although very diffe5ent, is only slightly more 
operative than the Craft I • 

The fees are paid on the footing stone in the 
Lodge. 

1 ani a. P . M. of. Quatuor Coronati and as you 
know if ve err, it is on the aide of holding all in doubt 
unless positive proof is forthcoming. 
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The Operative Ritual seems to be founded on 
lnf'ormation supplied by a Brother who claimed to have 
been the ' doctor' to an oper ative Lodge in a Der byehire 
Quarry where he r eceived the fir st thr ee degrees. It 1e 
held highly suspect in Q. C. Circles. 

Personally I find more conclusive proof in the 
E. A. and F . C. and also in the Mark , where the f irst section 
has by far the largest Oper ative content . 

Should my ~eraonal views on these interest you 
please let me know. 

Barry Carr , Sec. Q.C. has done invaluable work on 
early Scotch records and I ~ould strongly recommend "The 
Cathedral Builders" by Jean Gimpel, Evergreen .Books Ltd ., 
20 , New Dond St., 

Good hunting and hearty good wishes from 
Bruce C.liver . 
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c,!D WORSHIPFUL SOCIETY OF FREEMASONS. 
Rough Masone , Wallers , Slaters , Paviors and Plaieterer s . 

Westminster Division. 

A.13BEY ASS]MBLAGE 
(Constituted February 9th.I943) 

Clerk: 
L. F.Elvin F.I.C. D. , 

25 , Liphook Cr ee ., 
Fo r est Hill, S.E.23 • 

Daer W.Bro. St.George, .! f',. t. - 'c2. 
Further to your s of the 10th.- O.S.M.= Order of 

the Secret Monitor 
Candidates must be Master Masons 
Headquatere- 40, Upper Brook St., 

Bri.--= Order of Eri 
Candidates must be 5° S.R.I.A. 
Headquaters- 27, Gt. Queen St., ( ~ CS?. C... . '- .) 

-----------------
When was the Worshipful Society of Free Masone formed 
e:s such? 

No one can say, in olden times nobody could tra.nsmi t 
to paper a:ny of the in:formation for which we seek and it 
was not much beforethe time of the Union that records were 
kept. 

Some of the ear ly Scotch Lodges are still called 
"Operative" in their title, they are now, of course , completely 
Free & Accepta4, but probably they are the lineal decendants 
of purely Operative Lodges. 

The enclosed photo, which I shall be glad if you will 
return in due course, shows the badge which can still be seen 
in the Guild Hall, Durham. The other badge is a piece 
torn from one of our old certificates, and the badge we still 
use. 

As far as the Society, as now constituted, is concerned 
we do not claim to go back further than 1913 when Channel 
Row Assemblage was re-constituted (the minutes say RE-con­
stituted) by representatives from the Midlands & North. 

Of course, old Lodge No.4 1717-1723 met at the 
Rummer & Grapes, Channel Row, Westmi nster thi s is still 
Lodge No . 4 & now called the Royal Somerset House & Inverness 
Lodge . But it's recor ds show that even in those days i t was 
speculative & not operative. Lodge No . 2 (also Time Imm. )­
Lodge of Anti~ity met at the Goose & Gridirono-~t~Pa~s 
Churchyard , but that also, at the time of the 0 , as not 
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operative. The mention of a Channel Row at Westminster 
as well as at St. Pauls is not unlikely for the Channel or 
Channel Row was the route by which material reached the 
building site. 

The orig~nal of the charges were definitely 
operative. 

So when you say-- When was The Worshipful Society 
of Free Masons formed I h~e to say I do not know- but the 
present Society bas continuous records since I9I3- in London. 

I wonder if V.W.Bro Canon E.F.Braiey's paper was 
printed, if so would it be po~pible to get hold of a copy. 

I would be very infl:-eeted to read it through 
carefully. Even Bro. Harry Carr' a notes would make an 
intresting study. 

If you can do anything to arrange this I would 
be glad. 

Yours in fraternity, 

(sgd) L.F.Elvin. 
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TBB WORSHIPFUL OOCIETY OF FREEMASONS. 
Rou.gr. I.aeons , 'rlall er s , Slat er s , Paviors and Pl ai ster ere. 

Westmi nst er Divis i on. 

AJlliEY ASS~AGE 
{Conatitut~d ~ebruary 9th. I 9A3) 

Clerk: 
L. P. Elvin F.I . C. D., 

25 , Lipbook Cree ., 
Fo r est Hi ll, S. E. 23. 

Dee.1· \t1 . 13r o . <31. G ~orge, 
h- £ -·f:.~. 

Furt.hiar tn •roure of. the J()th.- 0 . 9. M. = Or der of 
the Seorot Eonitor ~ 

Cc.ndidatea must be Master Masone 
fi "".dqua"'~urs- 4C , Op't>er Br ook St., 

·-------
Bri.~= Or der of Eri 

Candi dates must be 5° S. R.I.A. 
Headqua.tere- 27 , Gt . Queen St., 

~~--------------

When was the Worshipful Society of Free Masons formed 
as such? 

No one con say, in olden times nobody could t r ansmit 
to paper any of the inforlila~ion for whi ~h ~e seek and it 
was not much beforethe time of the Union that records wer e 
kept . 

Some of the early Scotch Lodges are still called 
noperative" in thei r title, they '1.re now , o:r cour se , completely 
Free & Accepted , but probably they are the lineal decendants 
of pur ely Operative Lodges . 

The enclosed ~hoto, which I shall be clad if you will 
return i n due courso , shows the badge which can still be seen 
in the Guil d Hall , Durham. The other badge is a piece 
·torn froii one of our old certificates, and th~ badge we stil l 
use . 

As far as the Society, as now constitut ed , i s concerned 
we do not claim to go back further than 1913 when Channel 
Row Assemblage was re- constituted (the minutes say RE-con­
st i t ut ed) by repr~sentatives f r om the Midlende & North. 

Of cour se , old Lodge No . 4 I 7I7-I723 met 1t the 
Rummer & Gr apes , Channel Row, Westminst er thi s i s sti l l 
Lodge No . 4 & now called the Royal Somerset House & I nverness 
Lodge. But it ' s recor ds show that even in those nays it was 
speculati ve & not operati ve . Lodge No. 2 (also Time I mm. )­
Lodge of Anti qui ty met at the Goose & Gridiron~ St . Pauls 
Chur chyard , but that also, at tho time of the union, was not 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



- 2-

operative. The mention of a Channel Row at Westminster 
as well as at St . Paule is not unlikely for t he Channel or 
Channel Row was the route by whi ch material r eached the 
building site. 

The orig'nal of the char ges were definitely 
operati ve . 

So when you say- When was The Worshipf ul Society 
of Pree Masons formed I h-ve to ea_y I do not know- but the 
present Society hae continuous records since 1913- in London. 

I ..ronder it V. W. Bro Canon E. F.Braley•s paper was 
printed, if so would it be possible to get hold of a copy. 

I would be very int'test ed to r ead it through 
carefully . Even BTo. Harry Carr' s notes would make an 
intresting study. 

If you can do anythi ng to arrange this I would 
be glad . 

Your s in fraternity, 

(sgd) L. F. Elvin. 
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